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South Africa’s best kept 

secret! Christo van der Rheede 



South Africa’s 

Agricultural Sector’s 

ability to provide food for 

all of its people! 
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•According to the 2016 Global Food 

Security Index 
- South Africa compared to its Sub-Saharan Africa 

neighbours, ranks 1st in terms of food affordability, 

availability and quality & safety.  

- South Africa also ranks 47th of the 113 countries in 

overall score in 2016, a one position decline from 

2015. 

- South Africa’s food price inflation has remained 

stable over the years. 

ENSURING FOOD SECURITY 

© 2015 Agri SA 3 



- Building agriculture's ability in terms of 

FOOD PRODUCTION requires much more 

than relying on government to address the 

factors that threaten food security. 

- Organised agriculture must mobilise the 

entire agriculture value chain to collaborate 

and to address the factors that threaten food 

security collectively. 

- The Agri SA Drought Relief Scheme 

supported by the value chain is an excellent 

example of collaboration between 

stakeholders.  
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South Africa’s 

Agricultural Sector’s 

ability to provide jobs! 
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•Primary agriculture employs approximately 860 

000 people. 

•Labour remuneration amounted to R16 billion 

in 2015.  

•The sector is labour intensive, employs 4% of 

total labour force whilst contributing only 2.5% 

to GDP.   

•Debt level amounts to R133 billion.  

•Collateral is still available and investment is still 

taking place. 
 

 

ENSURING JOB CREATION 
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ENSURING JOB CREATION 

© 2015 Agri SA 7 

Category Total % 

Elite .44% 

Economic elite 84 766 

Political elite 20 270 

Middle Class 9.79 

Economic middle class 1 556 502 

Political middle class 753 984 

Blue collar Workers 9 005 460 38.15 

Unemployed 11 755 744 49.79 

Independent Professionals and 

NGO’s 

431 517 1.83 



- NDP expects the creation of 1 million jobs. 

- According to a study by UCT as much as 500 000 

jobs could be in the balance if a national minimum 

wage of R3400  is enforced. 

- South Africa has a relatively young population, with 

49% younger than 25 years of age and 67% younger 

than 35 years of age in 2011. 

-The current Youth Employment Subsidy has 

resulted in the creation of 686 402 employers 

applying for this subsidy. 

- Incentive schemes to create jobs in the agricultural 

sector should be considered. 
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South Africa’s 

Agricultural Sector’s 

ability to earn foreign 

exchange! 
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• Modern day agriculture is exposed to an increasingly globalised 

society and competitiveness in the global market has become 

paramount 

• The value of exports increased by 6%, from  R81 300 million in 

2014 to R86 090 million in 2015. 

• Netherlands, UK, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and China are our 

main agricultural trading partners. 

• Strong growth in fruit exports in recent years has allowed the 

sector to make a positive contribution to economic growth and job 

creation.  

• Exports of apples, pears, peaches, plums and apricots from South 

Africa has grown from approximately R33.3 billion in 2001 to 

R164.8 billion in 2015, which translates into an annual growth rate 

of 12.1% over this period. 

 

ENSURING FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

EARNINGS 
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-The Fruit Industry Value Chain Round Table (FIVCRT) 

is leading the strategy aimed at positioning South 

Africa as a leading exporter of fruit. 

- South African is well organised to formulate plans, but 

less organised to implement them.  

- Strategic direction is therefore critical, not only in 

planning, but also execution, implementation and 

control.  

- Role identification and responsibility allocation 

amongst government and industry stakeholders are 

critical steps to in order to promote agricultural trade 

and enhance competitive performance of the sector as 

a whole. 
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South Africa’s 

Agricultural Sector’s 

ability to grow rural 

economies! 
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• Due to the fact that agriculture is a rural based activity it 

has a major impact on people and community 

development. 

• It therefore plays and instrumental role in poverty 

alleviation, job creation and community upliftment. 

• The rural population size increased by only 9% from 

2007 to 2015 and from 2010 onwards has declined 

somewhat 

• Urban populations expanded by a significantly higher 

32%. 

• Population growth provides tremendous food production 

opportunities. 

 

 

ENSURING RURAL GROWTH 
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The Mooketsi Case Study! 

• The Mooketsi’s farm 
cattle, goats and 
chickens near 
Vryburg.  

• They have 121 Nguni 
and 30 Bonsmara 
cattle, 54 goats and 1 
500 layer hens. 

• It took them two years 
to get a loan to 
expand their business 



Laduma Ngxokolo Case 

Study 
• Laduma hails from Port 

Elizabeth. 

• His mother who made 

IsiXhosa traditional wear 

taught him how to knit. 

• His flair for knitwear 

design earned him a 

bursary from both Port 

Elizabeth-based Cape 

Wools South Africa and 

Mohair South Africa. 
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Qamata Irrigation Scheme Case 

Study 

• The area comprises almost 4 000ha of land under 

irrigation. 

• The purpose-built Lubisi Dam, when full, can 

deliver 36 million litres of water per hour onto these 

hectares.  

• Canals make it possible to flood-irrigate the 

3 500ha Qamata irrigation scheme. 

• Qamata has the capacity to be the food basket of 

the Eastern Cape.  

• Under full production, the Qamata scheme would 

make a significant impact on food security in the 

Eastern Cape.  
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Wool Sheep Development towards 

improved rural livelihoods 



Background 

• 1 228 communal shearing 

communities plus 150 new groups in 

2015/16! 

• > 27 000 communal wool producers 

mainly in Eastern Cape 

• > 160 000 family members 

• > 4 million sheep EC communal areas 

• > 6 million kg of wool 

• 13% of SA clip 



South Africa’s 

Agricultural Sector’s 

ensuring environmental 

sustainability! 

© 2015 Agri SA 31 



• South Africa is a semi-arid country that receives a mean annual 

rainfall of approximately 500 mm/annum.  

• The total land surface area of South Africa is a 122.3 million 

hectares, of which only 15.8 million hectares (12.4 percent) is 

considered to be potential arable land for farming and 22.5 million 

hectares (18.4 percent) of land is known to contain minerals.  

• Mining destroys agriculture as it involves the removal of huge 

quantities of topsoil.  

• A mere 1.5% of SA’s soils are considered to have high agriculture 

potential and nearly half (46.6%) of that is found in Mpumalanga.  

• If mining continues at this rate, around 12% of SA’s total high 

potential arable land will be ruined, with dire consequences for food 

security 

ORGANISED AGRICULTURE AND 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
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- Building agriculture's image in terms of 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY requires 

greater collaboration between government, 

mining and agricultural sector. 

- Organised agriculture must demand shared 

custodianship of our land and water resources. 

- It must also work together with local business 

chambers and other stakeholders to ensure 

that municipalities fulfil their obligations in 

terms of water management. 

- Environmental best practices must be shared 

with emerging and communal farmers. 
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THE EVERCHANGING 

POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 

REQUIRES THE 

AGRICULTURE TO BE A 

MAJOR FOOD SECURITY 

AND PEOPLE 

DEVELOPMENT AGENT! 
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• The Republic of South Africa is one, sovereign, 

democratic state founded on the following values: 

- Human dignity, the achievement of equality and the 

advancement of human rights and freedoms. 

- Non-racialism and non-sexism. 

- Supremacy of the constitution and the rule of law. 

- Universal adult suffrage, a national common voters roll, 

regular elections and a multi-party system of democratic 

government, to ensure accountability, responsiveness and 

openness. 
 

Creating an inclusive, relevant, effective and efficient Agri SA is 

of critical importance. How to do it, should be a core priority! 

ALIGNING AGRICULTURE WITH THE 

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION  
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TRUST 
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THANK YOU 
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